Serum antibodies in celiac disease.
Celiac disease is characterized by small intestinal damage which often leads to global malabsorption. For diagnosis an intestinal biopsy to demonstrate the mucosal changes is mandatory. However, serological tests are useful additional tools to confirm the diagnosis and to monitor therapy. These serological tests, which are based on the detection of antibodies against gliadin and autoantibodies against components of the extracellular matrix, are described in this article.